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Pursuant to 37 C-F.R. §1-97, Applicant hereby calls the 

Examiner's attention to the references listed on the attached form, 

which may be material to the examination of this application. It 

is respectfully requested that the cited references be expressly 

considered during the prosecution of this application, and the 

references be made . of record therein and appear among the 

"references cited" on. any patent to issue therefrom. 
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•Express Mail" Mailing Labd No-: EV643274224US 
Date of Deposit: December 20 4 2005 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited 
with me United States Postal Service 'Express Mail 
Post Office Box Addressee " service trader 37 CFR 1.10 
on the date indicated above and is addressed to: Mail 
Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 
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It is respectfully believed that copies of these references 
are not required pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.98(d) because, according 
to such rule, (1) this application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, 
on the earlier filing dates of prior applications, as identified 
below; and (2) a copy of each references was provided in an 
Information Disclosure Statement filed in at least one of such 
prior applications in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98 (a) through 
(c) , which applications are identified as follows: 

U.S. Patent No. 5,226,877, Serial No. 07/372,443 filed 
June 23, 1989; and 

U.S. Patent No. 6,394,975, Serial No. 08/863,883 filed 
May 28, 1987 

Accordingly, copies of such references are not required to be 
provided in this application* 

Nevertheless, copies of German reference DE 26 05 005 and its 
corresponding U.S. Patent 3,964,484 are enclosed. Further, copies 
of all remaining listed references are currently being prepared to 
send to the Examiner, and, accordingly, applicant respectfully 
requests that the Examiner contact the undersigned attorney if such 
copies do not reach the examiner at the time of reviewing this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

No inference should be drawn that any apparatus or method 
disclosed is equivalent to the subject invention* Also, the 
citation of the above-discussed reference is not to be construed as 
an assertion that more pertinent art could not possibly be in 
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existence. Citation of any reference herein is not to be construed 


as an admission that any subject matter disclosed in the reference 
is necessarily within the inventive field of endeavor, that any 
disclosure is necessarily prior in time to a particular date which 
may be relevant to the instant patent application, and/or that any 
disclosure is otherwise necessarily prior art with respect to the 
instant invention. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed with an 
RCE and RCE fee, and, thus, no IDS fee should not be required. 
However, if an additional fee is required, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge payment of the applicable fee pursuant 
to 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) to Deposit Account No- 50-1039. 
(A duplicate of this document is enclosed herewith.) 


Respectfully submitted 


Date: December 20, 2005 


Re#£e C. Barthel, Esq J 
Registration No. 48,356 
Cook, Alex, McFarron, Manzo, 



Curnmings & Mehler, Ltd. 
200 West Adams St., Suite 2850 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Telephone: (312)236-8500 


Attorneys for Applicant 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 600. Draw line through citation if not in conformance end not 
considered, Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). * See Kinds Codes of 
l£PTO Patent Documents a Qyww.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 8 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (W1PO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 5 Kind of 
document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant Is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by S5 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wilt vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Sox 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS, SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

tfyou need ass/sfance in completing tne form, caff 1-800'PTO-9199 and se/ecf option 2. 
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Application Number 

10/072,509 

Filinfl Date 

2/5/2002 

First Named Inventor 

Cordon H- Epstein 

Art Unit 

3763 

Examiner Name 
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Attorney Docket Number 

WMUS-5636 DIV 4 (2360-0030) J 


OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initiate" 

Cite 
NO. 1 

Include name of the author (In CAPITAL LETTERS), title of tha article (whan appropriate). tifJs of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), votume-tesu* numbers), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 

T 2 


1 

Casillas et at, British J. Haematology (1982) 50:665-672 



2 • 

Epstein, G.H,, et H.,An*U. OlolRhinol andLoryngol, (1986), Vol 95, pp. 40-45 



3 

Feldman, M.C., et aL, M. 1 Otology (1988), Vol. 9, pp. 302-305 



4 

Feldman, M&,rtal,ifo*. Otolaryngol .- Head and Neck Surgery (m&\ Vol. 114, pp. 182-185 



c 

D 

Feldman, M.C., et aL, Arch. Otolaryngol. - Head and Neck Surgery (1988), Vol. 1 14, pp. 4045 



6 

Feldman, M-C, et ah, Arch. Otolaryngol - Head and Neck Surgery (1987), Vol. J 05. pp. 963-967 



7 

Haiker, L.A., ct al., New England J. Med., (1972), Vol 287, pp. 999-1005 



S 

KazaL L.A., et al, Proc Sec. top- Biol Med., (1 963) pp. 989-994 



9 

Marquet, J. f J. Head & NeckPathol, (1982), Vol. 3, ^71-72 



10 

Masri, MA, et al., Thromb. Hemeostas,, (1983), Vol 49, pp. 1 16**1 19 



11 

McCarthy, P.M., et al., Mayo Clinic Pros., (1987), Vol. 62, pp. 3 1 7-319 
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1 Applicants unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1,9s, The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. TWs collection is estimated to take 120 minutes to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting tha completed appfication form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete mis form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information 
Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22513-1450. 

ttyou need assistance in compfating the form, cai/ 1-300~PTO*9l99 and select option 2, 


PAGE 12/28 * RCVD AT 4/12/2006 5:03:49 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-5/14 * DNIS:2734966 * CSID:3122368176 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-34 


APR-12-2006 15:57 


3122368176 3122368176 P. 13/28 

Approve© t- « tnrougn uurau/zuus. omu ueei-oosn 
U.S. Patent and Trademark c U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1695, no parsons are required to respond to 3 collection of Information u,,i6S6 ft contains a yagd QMB control number. 


Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


\Shi 


ieet 


of 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


FiTinfl Date 


First Named Inventor 


Art Unit 


Examiner Name 


10/072,509 


2/S/2002 


Gordon H. Epstein 


3763 


Loan R Thanh 


Attorney Docket Number WMUS-5636 DIV 4 (2360-0030) _J 


P OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 
NO. 1 

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), tifle of the article (when appropriate), tide of the 
Hem (book, magazine, journal, serial symposium, catalog, etc), date, pagefc), voJumesssue numbers), 
publisher, city and/or country where published 

T* 


12 

Mocsson, M.W., ct al. Biochemistry, (1966) Vol. 5, pp. 2829-2835 



13 

O'Connor, A.F., et al., Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. , (1982), VoL 90, pp. 347-348 



14 
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15 
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Red!, H-, et eJ., "BasicaJ Considerations and Theoretical Background of Fibrin Sealing." in European 
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17 

Redl, H., ct aJ., "Biornaterials 1980,* Winter, G.D. ct al., cds. (1982), John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., pp. 669-675 



18 

Sataloff et al., Laryngoscope (1987) 97(9):111-1 12 



19 

Seelich, T., J. Head & NeckPathol, (1982), Vol. 3, pp. 65-69 



20 

Seelich, T., Laryngoscope, (1983), Vol. 93, pp. 1310^1313 



21 
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